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Key Research Questions and Findings

ωHow aware Asians are of the problem?

ωHow concerned are Asians about the problem?

ωHow supportive are Asians of various policy actions to address 
climate change?

Research Questions

ω!ǎƛŀƴǎΩ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ƭƻǿΦ

ωAsians are the least supportive of certain policy actions (e.g., 
alternative energy development, energy cost increase). 

ωThere exist significant intra-regional differences in the level of 
awareness and concern about climate change.

Key Findings



Climate Change as a Key 
Environmental Policy Issue

ÅClimate change as a focal point in recent 
environmental policy debates
ïKyoto Protocol (effected in 2005)

ïNobel Prize Award to IPCC& Al Gore (2007)

ïEarth Hour (2008)

ÅAmericans naming climate change as the 
single biggest environmental problem 
(CBS Poll)
ï16% (2006) Ą 33% (2007)



Climate Change Poll Headlines



Asia as a Key Region for 
Global Governance of Climate Change

üAsia contains some of the largest 
emitters of greenhouse gases
ïChina overtaking the US as the largest 

emitter of CO2 in 2006
ïFour Asian nations among the top ten 

CO2 emitters in 2008

üAsia is one of the most 
vulnerable regions to climate 
change effects
ïEconomic costs of climate change 

effects in Southeast Asia projected to 
be 6.7% of GDP in 2100, compared to 
the global average of 2.6% (Asian 
Development Bank)


